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East Park Academy 
Geography Year 1: My Community, my country.  

Overview of the Learning: 
In this unit children will develop their Geographical understanding and location knowledge about their community the UK. Pupils will 

be able to name and locate the world’s seven  
continents and five oceans. They will focus on where we live – United Kingdom and will be able to name, locate and identify 

characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of  
the UK and its surrounding seas.    

Core Aims  
 Children will develop geographical knowledge and 

understanding about their community and their country.  

  Develop geographical vocabulary describing human and 

physical features of their locality (in their community and in 

the UK)  

 Use geographical skills including first hand experiences and 

observations to enhance their locational awareness. 

Pupils should be taught to develop their Locational knowledge…  

 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries 
and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding 
seas 

 To use basic geographical vocabulary when referring to 
physical and human features 

 To use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and physical features.  

 To construct simple maps, using basic symbols in a key. 
 

Expectations 
Children can: 

 Identify and name the four countries that make the UK and the surrounding seas.  

 Understand where the UK is positioned compared to other countries in our world.  

 Name and locate seven continents and five oceans 

 Identify and describe physical and human features of their community and the UK 

 Identify and describe what places are like 

 Use maps and atlases to develop their understanding  

 Draw simple maps using keys and symbols 

 Ask simple geographical questions about where they live and investigate answers 

 Use observations and first hand experiences to suggest answers to questions 

 To understand the terms physical and human features 
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 They carry out simple tasks and select information using resources that are given to them about places and environments 
 

 
 
 

Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 To use first hand experiences  

 To map our community using a key 

 To identify and describe what places are like 

 To investigate physical and human features 
of our community  

Introduce the children to this terms topic: My community, my country.  
What questions would the children like to investigate this term, relating to the unit?  
What do you know about your community?  
Learning Walk into our community  
Photograph key physical and human features that the children can identify.  
Discuss places they see, how would they describe our community?  
How many physical features? Human features did they observe on their walk?  
Children map physical and human features of their locality identifying both physical and 
human features using a simple mapping key with symbols.  
Write a description about our community – what is it like?  

 To locate Wolverhampton on a map 

 To understand where we live in relation to the 
UK  
 

 

Using Interactive tools World wise or Google maps locate Wolverhampton 
Using ariel photographs and maps can the children locate Manor Primary school? Our 
community?  
Create 3D maps on large scales 
Calculate distances – could you walk to school? To Wolverhampton? London? How 
could you travel there?   
Link to Numeracy Bar chart of where children live in the class. EG Woodcross, Cosely 
etc… 

 To investigate each country within the UK  

 To identify capital cities of each country  

 To ask and respond to geographical 
questions about places and environments 

 To identify physical features  

 To identify human features  

 To make comparisons between UK countries  

Over a series of lessons:  
Children to generate questions they would like to investigate about each country within 
the UK and find answers to lead their own learning.  
England 
Scotland  
Wales  
Northern Ireland.  

 Opportunities to explore why Republic of Ireland is NOT part of the UK  
Could investigate: capital cities, population, language spoken, human and physical 
features, interesting facts (eg traditional dresses or dishes!)  
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A guide to … 
Fact File 
News Bulletin  
Map with symbols to represent human and physical features 
Comparison tables, drawing on geographical conclusions 
 

 To investigate the UK and the surrounding 
seas 

 To draw and map countries of the UK 

 To use a range of maps and atlases to 
investigate 

Recap with the children where the UK is positioned in our world and what continent we 
belong to.  
Show the children a range of flags (Welsh, Scottish, British) What do all these flags 
have in common?  
What countries make up the UK?  
Mapping skills  
http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t1_mapping/index.html  
Investigate the UK using maps, atlases and interactive links:  
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/britain.html  
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/united-kingdom.html  
-Identify the countries of UK by shape and piece (like jigsaw) UK together 
-Map 4 countries and surrounding seas of the UK  
-Using sources investigate key facts about the countries that make the United Kingdom, 
drawing simple geographical conclusions.  

 To locate UK on a world map 
 To name and investigate places  
 To use geographical terms – Continents, Oceans 

 

Discuss with the children ‘Our World’ – What does this mean to them?  
What questions would they like to investigate? How could we find the answers?  
Provide the children with a blank A3 World map – Investigate! 
Can they identify the UK? Any other countries?  
What is a continent?  An ocean?  
Looking in the atlas, how many continents can they find? How many oceans?  
Provide a range of maps, some supported with the initial letter of continents, oceans.  
Children share their understanding of labelling 5 oceans, 7 continents and where the UK 
is positioned.  
What continent does the UK belong to?  
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